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Prince Hilkov was moved to tears, and Count Solski de-
livered a brief speech overflowing with emotion and grati-
tude. Thus, one and the same day witnessed the enactment
of two diametrically opposed legislative measures. Under
these circumstances, it is no wonder that the country under-
went the trials of a revolution. Russia was and still is being
played with like a toy. In the eyes of our rulers was not
the Japanese campaign itself a war with toy soldiers?
After that incident I no longer took any active part in
the work on the Bulygin project. The Solski Conference
approved its main outlines. After I left for the United
States, the matter came up for final discussion before a con-
ference, called at Peterhof under His Majesty's presidency;
The gathering was attended, besides Count Solski, by sev-
eral Grand Dukes and by such staunch supporters of con-
servatism as Pobiedonostzev, Ignatyev, Naryshkin, member
of the Imperial Council representing the nobility, Count
Bobrinski, formerly Marshal of the St. Petersburg nobility,
and others. On the 26th of August, 1905, a manifesto was
published, together with a decree providing for the estab-
lishment of an Imperial Duma. The decree defined this in-
stitution, in substance, as follows:
1.  The Duma is a permanently functioning institu-
tion, similar to western parliaments.
2.  All the laws and regulations, both permanent and
provisional, as well as the budget, must be brought be-
fore the Duma for discussion.
3.  The Duma is an exclusively consultative institu-
tion, and it enjoys complete freedom in expressing its
opinions on the subjects under discussion.
4.  The electoral law is based chiefly on the peas-
antry, as the element of the population predominant
numerically and most reliable and conservative from